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Disclaimer 
 

This information is being provided as part of a Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 webinar for the “You For 

Youth” (Y4Y) professional development website. This website supports the 21st Century 

Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) grant program administered by the U.S. Department 

of Education. Information and materials mentioned or shown during this presentation are 

provided as resources and examples for the viewer’s convenience. Their inclusion is not 

intended as an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education.  

  

In addition, the instructional practices and assessments discussed or shown in these 

presentations are not intended to mandate, direct, or control a State’s, local educational 

agency’s, or school’s specific instructional content, academic achievement system and 

assessments, curriculum, or program of instruction. States and local programs are free to use 

any instructional content, achievement system and assessments, curriculum, or program 

instruction that they wish, insofar as they support the goals and objectives of the 21st CCLC 

program, as authorized.  

 

  

Published Materials 

The contents of this webinar were developed, in part, under a contract from the Department of 

Education.  However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department 

of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. 



How to Use the Technology 



Introductions  
Host:    Jennifer Kobrin 
      Y4Y Content Specialist 
 

Guest     Jeanne D’Haem, Ph.D.  
Presenters:  Assistant Professor 
      Department of Special Education   
      and Counseling 
      William Paterson University 
       
      Manina Urgolo Huckvale, Ed.D. 

     Associate Professor and Chair 
     Department of Special Education   

      and Counseling 
      William Paterson University 
            



Goals & Objectives 

• To better understand Special Education rules, 
regulations, and compliance. 

• To determine how to adapt curricula, program 
activities, and teaching and tutoring methods to best 
serve students with special needs. 

• To create an environment with students and 
staff  that understands, educates, and celebrates 
students with special needs. 



Getting Started 



Who Are the Students with Special Needs? 

 

 

 

 
• Students receiving special educational 

services through IDEA 
 
• English Learners    
 
• Homeless and impoverished students 
   
• Migrant students 
 
• Gifted and Talented students  
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Y4Y and Students  
with Special Needs: Alignment 

Courses > Aligning With the School Day >  

The Six Core Elements 



Y4Y and Students  
with Special Needs: Resources 

Technical Assistance > Resource Search >  
Search Terms: “Special Needs”  
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• 1954: Brown vs. the BOE 
o Education is a right which must be made available to 

all on equal terms 

 

• 1975: Education for all Handicapped Children 
o Also known as P.L. 94-142 

 

• 1990: Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA)  
o Reauthorized in 2004 

 

 

Special Education Law 



• Free appropriate public education 
 
• Appropriate evaluation 
 
• Individualized education program 
 
• Least restrictive environment 
 
• Parent and student participation 
 
• Procedural due process 

Six Principals of the IDEA 



 
• Presumption that children with 

disabilities are most appropriately 
educated with non-disabled peers. 

 
• Removal of children with disabilities 

from the general education environment 
is a last resort. 

Least Restrictive Environment 



Special Education Program Options: 
    

• Regular class with supplementary aids and 
services 

• Resource Center Programs 

o In-class 

o Replacement 

• Special class with other children who have 
disabilities in-district 

• School for children with special needs 



• Philosophy that all students are 
learners who benefit from a 
challenging curriculum delivered 
within the general classroom and 
from differentiated instructional 
techniques.  

 

• All students should respect and 
learn from individual differences.   

Inclusion Is Not a Place 



• Anticipate the needs of students with 
disabilities, English language learners, 
migrant, homeless and gifted children.  

 

• Provide a variety of formats that 
accommodate learning differences.  

  

• Design the environment so that all 
students gain knowledge, skills and 
enthusiasm for learning.  

Universal Design for  
Children with Special Needs 



• Autism 
• Deaf-blindness 
• Emotional disturbance  
• Hearing impairment  

(includes deafness) 
• Mental retardation 
• Multiple disabilities 
• Orthopedic impairment 
• Other Health Impaired 
• Specific learning disability 
• Speech or language impairment 
• Traumatic brain injury 
• Visual impairment 

Federal Disability Classifications 



• A disorder in one or more of the basic 
psychological processes involved in 
understanding or in using language.  

 

• May manifest in an imperfect ability 
to listen, think, speak, read, write, 
spell or do mathematical calculations.  

 

• Does not include learning problems 
that are the result of environmental, 
cultural or economic disadvantage.  

Example #1: Maria 
Has a Specific Learning Disability (LD) 



Maria’s IEP (3rd Grade) 
 

 Academic and 
Functional Performance 

• Average IQ, but reads 
on a primer level.  

• Math skills are on 
grade level, but she 
struggles with word 
problems.  

• When she feels she 
cannot do something 
she often refuses to 
continue. 

• Loves music and 
enjoys singing. She 
wants to be a singer 
when he grows up.   

Special Education 
Services 

• Leaves her classroom 
for one hour each day 
and has reading 
instruction with a 
special education 
teacher in the 
resource center.  

Accommodations 

• Seated near the 
teacher with 
additional time on 
written work.  

• Receives an example 
of the final product.  

• She likes to listen to 
music as a reward. 

 



Example #2: Bryant  
Other Health Impaired 

• Students with ADHD, in 
instances where the ADHD is a 
chronic or acute health problem 
that results in limited alertness 
and impacts educational 
performance. 

 

• ADHD is not a disability 
category.  



Bryant’s IEP (4th Grade) 

Academic and Functional 
Performance 

• Reads on a pre-primer 
level.  

• He can count to 100 and 
add and subtract 
numbers 1-9.  

• He is distracted by noises, 
interrupts others when 
he wants to say 
something, and has 
difficulty sitting for more 
than 5 minutes.  

• He wants to be the 
fastest boy in school and 
races to be first in 
everything. His family 
speaks Spanish at home. 

Special Education Services 

• In-class support.  

• A special education 
teacher comes to his 
classroom each day to 
work with him.  

• Has a Behavior 
Management Plan. 

Accommodations 

• He is allowed to run in 
the gym during the day. 

• Has two desks in the 
classroom. 

 



Example #3: Katerina  
Has a 504 Plan 

• Section 504 of Public Law 93-
112: agencies that receive 
federal funding must make 
reasonable accommodations 
for students with disabilities.  

• Children with a 504 Plan do 
not need special education, 
but do require 
accommodations in order to 
succeed.    



Katerina’s Plan (5th Grade) 

Academic and 
Functional Performance 

• Katerina was adopted 
from Russia when she 
was four.   

• One of her legs is 
three inches shorter 
than the other.  

• She wears a special 
shoe.  

• She is fluent in English, 
loves school and is on 
grade level in every 
subject.  

• When she gets tired 
she begins to limp. 

Special Education 
Services 

• N/A 

• Children with a 504 
Plan do not need 
special education. 

Accommodations 

• Her schedule must 
include rest periods 
during the day. 

 



Example #4: Michael 
Has Autism 

• Autism spectrum disorders meet three 
criteria: 

o  Persistent deficits in social interactions: 

 Deficits in verbal and non-verbal 
communication 

 Lack of social reciprocity 

 Failure to develop peer relationships 

o  Restricted repetitive patterns of behavior 

o  Symptoms are present in early childhood 



Michael’s IEP (3rd Grade) 

Academic and Functional 
Performance 

• Can read vocabulary 
words at grade level.  

• Struggles with 
comprehension of 
abstract ideas.  

• Above grade level in 
math.  

• Loves trains and will talk 
about train schedules to 
anyone who will listen.  

• He usually plays alone. 
He is very upset about 
loud noises and will cover 
his ears and scream if a 
fire alarm goes off.  

Special Education Services 

• Michael is in a self-
contained classroom in 
his local school.  

• He is mainstreamed for 
art, music, P.E. and lunch 
with an aide.  He rides 
the bus with the other 
students.   

• He has speech therapy 3 
times a week. 

Accommodations 

• He needs to be warned 
about fire drills. 

• He needs to review the 
schedule and any 
changes. 
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Things to Remember 

• You are dealing with a child, not a label. 

 

• There is no one best way to work with a child with 
special needs. 

 

• Successful inclusion provides curricula and 
instructional practices that meet the needs of all 
students. 



Maria 

• Focus on Maria’s strengths. 

• Provide positive reinforcement of 
appropriate social skills. 

• Provide opportunities for success 
to build self-esteem: 

oAllow use of tape recorder for 
note taking or a computer to 
help with written assignments. 

oUse short sentences, simple 
vocabulary. 



Bryant 

• Focus on strengths. 

• Determine what motivates Bryant’s 
behaviors. 

• Determine his interests to use as 
rewards for appropriate behaviors. 

• Provide activities to allow Bryant to 
move around, such as sending on 
errands, to allow him to act out his 
behaviors appropriately while building 
self-esteem. 



Katerina 

• Does not need special education. 

 

• Does need accommodations in order 
to succeed. 

 

• Provide place to rest, as needed. 



Michael 

• Provide quiet area where he can reduce his 
stress. 

• Discuss any schedule changes and have 
Michael repeat them to you. 

• Have Michael look directly at you while you 
speak to him and as he repeats instructions. 

• Use short sentences and concrete examples. 

• Have a peer work with Michael when he is 
mainstreamed. 



General Strategies 

• Determine triggering behaviors. 

 

• Analyze the environment to assess cause(s) of 
inappropriate behavior. 

 

• Develop interventions to modify inappropriate 
behaviors. 



To Engage the Student 

• Describe to the student the strategy you will use and 
why. 

 

• Model the strategy. 

 

• Have the student practice the strategy verbally and 
physically. 

 

• Eventually, the student will use the strategy 
automatically and receive feedback from you. 



Last Thoughts 

• Feedback is mandatory. 

 

• Good feedback is motivational. 

 

• The best feedback describes what 
the student has done and helps the 
student decide what to do next. 



Thank You 

Guest     Jeanne D’Haem, Ph.D.  
Presenters:  Assistant Professor 
      Department of Special Education   
      and Counseling 
      William Paterson University 
       
      Manina Urgolo Huckvale, Ed.D. 
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Q & A 



Today’s Webinar 

• To better understand Special Education rules, 
regulations, and compliance. 

• To determine how to adapt curricula, program 
activities, and teaching and tutoring methods to best 
serve students with special needs. 

• To create an environment with students and 
staff  that understands, educates, and celebrates 
students with special needs. 



Feedback 

 

 

 

1. Please respond to the two poll questions. 

 

 

 

 

2.  Please share any additional feedback in the chatbox 

including: 
– What was the best part of today’s webinar?  

– What was your least favorite part? 

– What is one thing you’ll take back and use? 

 

 

 

  



Next Steps 

Visit The Exchange on Y4Y to: 

– Download today’s PowerPoint presentation 

– View a recording of today’s webinar 

– Access resources highlighted in today’s webinar 

 

Don’t forget to register! 

http://y4y.ed.gov/SiteRegister.aspx 

 

http://y4y.ed.gov/SiteRegister.aspx

